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While cost-efficiency is anongoing issue with cranes, convey
subject to limited flexibility due to their fixed position on the factory floor. If throughput requirements are increased or
the production flow needs to be changed, these solutions are limited by thelr fixed location and speed. Compounding
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the problem is the tight design of factory floors. With minimal investment and zero downtime, air casters provide a
workable alternative, which can be expanded to accommodate changes to production flow and throughput.
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Company supervisors and owners have increasingly turned to air casterhovercraft technology to p
and flexible conveyance for heavy machines through a production process with less manpower, often in the form of a

single operator.

Explaining Hovercraft Technology

Alr caster hovercraft technology literally floats the equipment or load on a film of air. Thistechnology has been around

for many years, the most notable examples being theair hoc able and, of course, hovercrafts. In industria Manufacturing Today

applications, use of air casters provides ultra-low friction, allowing movement of loads weighing thousands of pounds @ManufactureMag
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Basically, an air caster is a torus shape bag that captures air to lift and move ohjects. The air pressure requirement for woodwork manufacturing-
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of factories already have in thelr compressed air systems.
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Air caster technology pr s omnidirectional load movement adjustments, meaning the casters can move in any
direction without increasing force as is the case with wheeled casters. Omnidirectional movement allows more

maneuverability and precise placement of equipment and loads that is not feasible with fixed transport systems or

rollers.
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The Experience of an Engine Rebuilding Facility
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Cost Comparison

While air casters require an initial inv ear picture of

cost more than traditional wt

estment, short and long-term financial calculations will offer a «

return on investment. The

several compelling benefits of this technology. Among them:

ieels and rollers, but certainly far less than cranes. Users cite Embed

xposure than with wheels.

ostly repairs and replacement of floors.
e Forindustries considering expansion at thelr location, air casters can easily
ing systems are incapable of duplicating

ver er

capabll
s Impr
multiple personnel.

Adopting the Technology
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